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Introduction

We live in a country where the majority of children are not encouraged to 
read. Global literacy studies regularly show that South African children do 
very badly compared to other countries. There are reasons for this. Many 
parents and caregivers do not promote reading. Not many children have 
access to early childhood centres where they are stimulated through play, 
songs, storytelling and reading. Importantly, the vast majority of our schools 
do not have libraries and many townships, informal settlements and rural 
areas do not have community public libraries. You cannot learn how to 
read effectively without access to books. Most books are also published 
in English or Afrikaans and there are not enough appropriate books in the 
home language or mother tongue of most learners.  

There must be books and educational resources that make reading 
and writing fun. Reading expands horizons, allows us to learn from the 
experiences of others, stimulates the imagination, helps us to make informed 
decisions about life and problems and develops our capacities. Children 
coming from communities where an active culture of reading and writing is 
absent, struggle to gain confidence in reading and writing skills.  We believe 
this is the scarcest skill in our country. It is our responsibility to encourage a 
national reading culture. Collectively we can change this situation.
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Why reading clubs?

Reading clubs were started to create conditions in community settings which 
inspire, promote and support reading for enjoyment and the development 
of reading habits in mother tongue and additional languages among children 
and adults. The aim is to create nurturing spaces which motivate children 
to want to read and write and gives them a sense of identity and belonging. 
Over time, the children realise that there are adults who care enough to be 
there every week to play, read and write and above all, to listen to them.  In 
this way children will become empowered to become literate in ways that 
help to realise each individual’s potential to the fullest extent and  that 
ultimately  allows them full and equitable social participation in all aspects 
of life.  

For various reasons learning how to read and write is seen to be the area of 
formal schooling and a job for teachers only.  Yet the education of our children 
is a responsibility we all carry.  By creating literate school communities, we 
are reclaiming education as a public good. We are creating spaces where 
the definitions of literacy can be contested, negotiated and expanded, and 
where the practice of imparting literacy to children empowers and uplifts. 

Literacy is also about respecting knowledge and seeing it as humanity’s 
collective heritage and it enables us to take a stand against injustice, 
inequality and discrimination. One of the greatest educators, the Brazilian 
Paulo Freire showed how real literacy helps to investigate our own lives, joys 
and suffering, the causes of oppression and ways of resisting.
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What is a reading club?

It’s a place where people who love stories and books meet regularly to read 
and to discuss what they are reading. It can happen in any language. It’s all 
about telling, reading, listening to and talking about stories and other things. 
It’s also about writing because reading and writing go together. A reading 
club can also be a place to learn to read or to improve your reading if you can’t 
read at all, or if you don’t read very well. Anyone can be involved – toddlers, 
teenagers, moms, dads, and grandparents. You can have mixed aged reading 
clubs or clubs for the same age group. It’s a relaxed environment, more like 
home than school, because nobody is forced to come; it’s something you 
choose to do.

* Reading clubs are different from formal school environment. 
* There are no exams. 
* They are about learning through storytelling, songs, games 

and having fun. 
* Reading clubs can be known as book clubs or reading groups 

or circles.
* The name doesn't matter; it's what you do there, how you 

do it, why you do it and who you do it with!
* Everyone is welcomed to start a reading club.



How do reading clubs support learning?

As children grow to love stories and books, they also start learning how 
to read. So reading clubs help children become readers! Reading club 
facilitators try to create environments that support learning.

•	 Immersion: exposing children to print, books, reading, storytelling 
and writing 

•	 Demonstration: showing children how to read, write and tell 
stories in fun ways

•	 Engagement: making children active participants by allowing them 
to discuss and have opinions about stories which they share with 
the adults

•	 Expectations: making children aware that adults have high 
expectations of them rather than undermining them

•	 Approximation: allowing children to take risks at reading and 
writing and the adults showing interest in how children read and 
tell and write stories rather than wanting perfect products. 

•	 Response: trying to get adults to pay attention to children’s efforts 
and always encourage and praise to build confidence.

•	 Use: children should be encouraged to use reading and writing 
immediately as they go about their daily lives.
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Where and when can you run a reading club?

A reading club can happen wherever a quiet space exists and at any 
time that is convenient. It can last for half an hour, or two hours. It’s 
up to you! Most reading clubs take place once a week. You could 
meet more often, but it shouldn’t be less!

 
Who can run or facilitate a reading club?

Reading clubs are run best by people who love stories and books 
and want to help children grow to love reading. You don’t have 
to be a teacher, but you can learn about the world of children’s 
stories and books at the reading club.  Most reading clubs are run 
by volunteers, so you don’t get paid money. Your payment is in the 
fun you have and the satisfaction that you are making a difference!

What size group is best?

Your group can be the size you want it to be. It could have five and 
it could have a hundred children! Decide how many you want, and 
how many volunteers you need to help you organise activities for 
each session. Usually five children in a group with an adult or an 
older child is enough. Having too many children is not the best 
thing to do, especially when there are few adult role models.  Fewer 
children mean you can give individual attention. 

* at school 

* at aftercare
* in a library
* in a community hall

* in a park

* in a clinic
* in someone's house

* at Sunday school or a 
Mosque or a Temple.

Start a reading club!
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What do you need in a reading club?

Open space for children to play. Something to drink and eat is always good 
if possible. And cushions and carpets are more comfortable than desks 
and chairs.  But reading can also happen under a tree, lying on the grass, 
or anywhere else that feels right. Mostly, you need good books to keep 
everyone interested – fantasy and history, adventures and travels, galaxies 
and dinosaurs, how to do it books, sports and adventure stories, picture 
books, poetry, rhymes and songs, newspapers and magazines.

Where do we find books? 

•	 Find out which libraries have good selections of books.

•	 If your reading club is at school, ask if the school has books you can 
use. 

•	 Look out for charity book sales to buy cheap books. 

•	 Ask friends and family members and everyone you can think of for 
donations!

•	 Contact literacy organisations for book donations and workshops. 
Find out where you can get books in African languages. There is a 
list of helpful organisations at the back of this booklet.



Activities at the reading club

Reading Club sessions focus on the following activities:

1. Play: Children learn easily and comfortably when they play. This is very 
important especially for learning a second language.  It is also important 
for children to discover that all languages can be fun to learn and that they 
can play with spoken and written language. This is why music and games 
are used in reading club spaces. We know and believe that children learn 
easily and comfortably when they play. Song sheets, lyrics, audio books, 
board games, card games all involve reading and allow children to acquire 
language informally whilst having fun.

2. Storytelling: Sessions usually start with storytelling. Storytelling allows 
the children to paint pictures in their minds.  It allows them to use their 
imaginations. A well-told story expands children’s knowledge, provides 
sheer enjoyment and helps children understand their world and how people 
relate to each other. It also helps children develop an appreciation of the 
story form. The language used in storytelling is rich and regular exposure to 
this language allows children to learn and explore language in meaningful 
ways.  Bilingual storytelling (telling the story in one language and summarising 
it in others) allows children to both understand the story as well as learn a 
new language.  Storytelling is also a bridge into reading and writing.  If we tell 
stories that are found in books, children are motivated to read the book, 
knowing the story already they are eager to repeat the good experience.  By 
telling our personal stories we get to know one another.  
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3. Reading: Stories are read aloud because like storytelling, children learn 
from demonstration of adult reading role models. It is important to introduce 
the children to the books you have at your reading club.  This means you have 
to choose them carefully, read them yourself and be able to recommend 
them or talk about them.  It is important to read the books aloud. 

We believe that children learn from other children as well.  In groups and 
in pairs, they read together and help each other. It is also very important 
at this stage for adult reading and writing role models to listen carefully 
and talk with readers and writers. Help them to notice things as they read. 
With young children this may mean demonstrating things like how to open 
a book, showing that we read from left to right and from top to bottom, the 
different parts of a book (spine, blurb, title etc).  With older, more fluent 
readers it may be asking critical questions or asking them for predictions 
in the story or choosing different vocabulary for writing. The children read 
alone sometimes. This is very important for independent readers.

Tips on Storytelling

* Observe the children during the telling
* Make adjustment and clarifications to the story as 

you go along 
* Encourage interaction and participation from the 

listeners
* Use voice variations, facial expressions and gestures
* Repeat phrases to draw them into the story
* Ask them to join in and recite a repeated phrase 
* Judge the listeners' reactions as you go along and 

modify the pace and length accordingly
* Use appropriate words and descriptions that help 

them imagine the happenings in their mind's eye.
* Repeat the story at the listeners' request
* Use props or aids such as puppets and allow listeners to 

become these characters or interact with the props 
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4. Writing:  Children should be encouraged to write for real reasons. These 
include:

•	 Filling in forms at the bank or post office

•	 Making signs for playing shops

•	 Noting down messages from the telephone

•	 Making signs to show directions and where things are.

 
Becoming a writer is a process that takes place over time. 

Rhymes, songs and games can all be written down and read as shared 
activities. For those that can’t write we need to write what they say and allow 
them to copy what they’ve helped compose.  We need to recognise that 
drawings tell a story too and give them the attention they deserve.  Writing 
is a powerful tool for learning and communicating. Children continue to 
discover how language works when they write frequently and for various 
meaningful purposes. 

 
Children learn when adults:

•	 Treat them as writers, with their own things to say and reasons to 
write

•	 Foster enthusiasm and interest in writing

•	 Provide and promote opportunities for them to write 

•	 Talk to them about their writing and drawings

•	 Provide a model of what it is to be a writer and of writing for 
different purposes

•	 Make opportunities for the children to talk about writing.

 
Writing strategies could include interactive writing. Letter and journal 
writing as well as greeting cards have proven to be good at encouraging 
children to write. 

Writers’ workshops are set up, where children can compose poems, and 
make books of various genres (e.g narrative stories, autobiographies etc.).  
This has to start with interactive modelling of shared writing where the 
adult composes first with the children, then allows them to work in groups 
or individually.
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Planning for the reading club session

Volunteers should meet before going to the reading club to plan:  

•	 What games and songs are going to be played.

•	 Who is going to tell a story.

•	 What story is going to be read aloud.

•	 What activities are going to be done.

•	 How much time to be dedicated to paired and independent reading 
and writing.

•	 Check if you have all the material you will need for your reading 
club session. 

•	 Confirm volunteer attendance.

•	 Reflect or think about the plan and their observations during the 
sessions.
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Written by volunteer Ntombizanele Mahobe

At 9:45 we arrive at the reading club to already find a group of children 
waiting for us. They smile and rush to open the gate. Once the library is open 
children rush to take a favourite book or game and are immediately curling 
comfortably in a corner with a friend or alone. We watch with pride and 
sometimes listen as they comment on the story or talk about the rules of 
the game they would be playing. The children are involved in these activities 
until the rest of the children come at 10:00 and we all gather outside for 
games. 

For seven years now, we have been actively involved in this community 
in developing a culture of reading and writing and providing a space for 
children to learn while also having fun. Activities include reading, writing 
and storytelling as well as games. Over the years we have seen the children 
grow in confidence. Many realise that what they are doing at the reading 
club helps them at school and makes them “clever”. Most children return 
every Saturday. The reading club has also assisted in creating the space to 
ask critical questions about their context. Two friends Feziwe and Siphelele 
for instance wrote a poem about xenophobia:

Case Study 1: The Langa Vulindlela 
Reading Club, Cape Town
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Why do we separate ourselves from foreigners?

What did they do to us?

They need help from us,

They need support from us.

Help and support which we do not give

Try to give them what they need

Kindness and love is all the need

Let’s not let discrimination affect our lives and nation

Let there be peace in Africa

 
The environment created is one that allows children to explore and try out 
things and where every attempt is noticed and praised. Volunteers at the 
reading club share their experiences.  These experiences are teaching and 
learning moments for us all as volunteers. 

We try to make sure that children have individual attention and this is why 
small groups are ideal but as this is a community club and all children are 
welcome. We strive to be different from school so that no child is ignored.

We also strive to be different by making sure that children’s languages 
are used and developed. So whether children come from English medium 
schools or isiXhosa medium schools, whether they are good readers or have 
challenges, the reading club is a place for all but they all come for different 
reasons. 

I wanted my English to be perfect and I wanted to read isiXhosa better.  
Age 12

I had a problem in reading isiXhosa, so I came to the reading club. I came 
to both Xhosa and English week. Now my Xhosa has improved. I can 
read, speak and write. I heard READING CLUB, and I knew I was going 
to learn to read, so I came.  Age 13

I bring my cousin’s three year old child with so that she can read. Age 13

I come to the reading club to improve my reading skills. There is no 
discrimination here. No one is favoured, we are just separated into age 
groups. Age 12



Many children find literacy learning difficult and the Vulindlela Reading 
Club is therefore a community model aimed at responding to the call for not 
only parental involvement but the community at large in finding creative 
and effective ways of encouraging children’s literacy development. Unlike 
children in many communities who have few positive encounters with print 
and find it hard to learn, our reading club children are now exposed to a 
variety of literacy experiences that are starting to flourish among them. 
All Vulindlela Reading Clubs work in ways that get children and adults 
motivated to read and write regularly.  

We have experienced a lot of positive things as well as challenges which 
we have learnt from and continue learning from as changes in the society 
occur. 

We have heard comments from teachers who teach the reading club 
children in school saying that they see an improvement in the children’s 
reading, confidence, attitudes and behaviour towards books. 

It has had positive spin-offs such as the Langa Library donating books to the 
reading club. We have made attempts in linking the community library with 
the school and the reading club. As a result we initiated a holiday library 
programme for our reading club children as well as other Langa children. 

There are other structures in the Langa community such as the New 
Apostolic Church Winter School Programme, which included a read-a-thon 
where our reading club children took part.

Children who are 
strong in either 
Xhosa or English 
support each other 
through paired 
reading.
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Some of the reading club children (age 11-15) co-wrote a book with 
Swedish children and got involved in photography as well. These 
children were awarded for their efforts during the commemoration 
of June 16.

Children borrow books from the reading club to read at home and 
they always return the books, knowing they will be allowed to take 
more.

Many of the people who visit the Vulindlela Community Reading 
Club, see an opportunity of replicating this model in their own 
environments, projects and communities.

Children come to the reading club irrespective of weather 
conditions and during school holidays.

Even though we don’t have regular, committed volunteers from the 
community, the fact that many children have been with us for years 
shows us that they do support the reading club by allowing their 
children to attend.

A breakthrough! Men 
are starting to get more 
involved in play and 
reading.
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Challenges remain.  For instance, although we get many volunteers outside 
of the Langa community, we are still struggling to attract consistent adult 
volunteers from Langa, who will be able to sustain the project. Even 
though we speak to some of the parents who bring their own children to 
the reading club about the importance of parents being part of the reading 
club, we haven’t had a breakthrough because of other commitments such 
as funerals and work.

The Xhosa books that we use have been read over and over again. We still 
struggle to find a variety of titles in isiXhosa.

We would love to get donations of books to give to children so that they 
can be able to start their own personal book collections at home.

Despite the challenges there is a lot more that is positive and we believe 
it is the children that inspire us to come as we have grown as a family and 
community. 

We have a number of 
committed volunteers 
who come every Saturday 
to Langa and are able to 
run the reading club. 
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And here is our motivation written by Siphelele Dambile:

 
The story about the Vulindlela Club

It was on Saturday in Vulindlela Reading Club. It was my first day to 
come to the Vulindlela Club. I met with so many children and I think I 
wasn’t sure if I was going to like it there. It was so funny, they played 
games and sang a song about Vulindlela. We also waited for our 
teachers to take us in groups because there were so many children. 
The children are put in groups and read books and stories from long 
ago. They also make up some games. Sometimes we read in isiXhosa 
and write letters and on the other day we wrote letters to friends in 
Germany.

This is the song that that we sing in the Vulindlela reading club:

Vulindlela wena Zisukhanyo

Vulindlela sifunde

Abantwana banxanelw’imfundo

Vulindlela sifunde

Open the way Zisukhanyo

Open the way for us to learn

Children want education

Children want education

Open the way for us to learn. to way for us to learn

That was the only song I love in Vulindlela Club. That is why I love 
Vulindlela. I promise you, you must come every Saturday. You must 
be like me. We are making a project and we are writing a book about 
ourselves

 – Siphelele Dambile, St Louis Primary School, Grade 6.
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Written by volunteer Siv Hesjedal

The Sinempumelelo Reading Club was established in 2011. The club was 
started by PPEN (Public Participation in Education Network) members 
and students from the University of Fort Hare. 

The club meets every second Saturday at Sinempumelelo Primary School 
with a membership of up to 150 children between the ages of 4 to 10 years 
old. On most days a core of about 80 children attends the club. The club is 
run by a group of about ten-fifteen volunteers from PPEN, the University 
of Hare University and members of the local community. The volunteers 
have received basic training from PPEN and Nal’ibali national reading 
campaign and on-going support is provided largely by PPEN.

The aim of the club is to nurture a love for reading by having fun-filled 
activities around books. This involves shared reading in a big group 
comprising the whole club followed by small group reading. The big group 
activities include song, games and a story reading. The club alternates 
between isiXhosa and English, with one week dedicated to isiXhosa and 
the other to English.  

Each small reading group is led by an adult volunteer and is conducted in a 
separate class room. Classrooms are cleared and children and volunteers 
sit on mats on the floor when reading. Facilitators read to the children and 
stories are translated, re-told and discussed. There is also time for drawing 
and writing after the small-group reading. Sometimes the older children 
read to each other or the younger children. The school grounds or a large 
classroom are used for joint activities. After small-group reading there is a 
joint book reading or story telling for the whole club, followed by song and 
a snack for the children.

There is a small collection of books at the school, but reading club volunteers 
bring books that belong to the club. These books are kept at University of 
Fort Hare, as there is no library in the school or the community. Books have 
been donated to the reading club by private individuals, organisations such 
as Biblionef and have been bought with money donated to the club. The 
snacks, stationery and other materials are also funded by donations.

 Sinempumelelo siyafunda! 

Case Study 2: The Sinempumelelo 
Reading Club, Nompumelelo, East London
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Written by volunteer Bafana Khumalo

Freedom Park is a poor community situated close to Soweto. In 2007 
an initiative of CERT called CLING (Community Literacy and Numeracy 
Group) encouraged a number of activities including the campaign for a 
community library, after school classes for young learners and an ABET 
programme in the area. In 2009 volunteers from CLING established the 
‘We Are The Future’ Reading Club at Freedom Park Primary School. The 
club meets every Saturday from 10 to midday. 

We have established good relations with the community and the staff 
of both primary schools in the area. The principals and some teachers 
from these schools besides supporting the reading club have also asked 
us to assist with libraries in their schools. The Gauteng Department 
of Education and PRAESA’s Nalibali Reading Campaign have also 
supported our work. 

It was a very proud moment when reading club members launched a 
booklet with their drawings, poems, photos and writings at Sinqobile 
Primary School in 2011. The booklet is available from the CERT office.

Case Study 3: ‘We Are the Future’  
Reading Club, Freedom Park, Johannesburg
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Written by volunteer Malusi Ntoyapi

KwaFaku-Vulindlela Reading Club was born in August 2011 
after I volunteered for eight months at Langa Vulindlela Reading 
Club.  After months of volunteering at Langa Reading Club and 
being mentored and trained by core volunteers from PRAESA, 
I then decided to adopt the idea and share it in my community. I 
approached the primary school I went to in Lower Crossroads to 
host the reading club. Teachers from the school became volunteers 
and youth from the community were part of this initiative. Some of 
the volunteers got the opportunity to go to Langa and observe the 
reading club there.  Volunteers from the school organised books to 
donate to the club, PRAESA donated books and Ronnie Snitcher 
from Sea Point library donated books.  

Children were recruited from the school and children from the 
school invited their friends from different schools to join the club. 
Posters were up at the community library to recruit volunteers. 
The school governing body, parents of children who attend at 
KwaFaku Primary School received letters informing them about 
the programme and the library knew about the programme before 
it started.  

Case Study 4: KwaFaku-Vulindlela Reading 
Club, Lower Crossroads, Cape Town
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The number of children who came to the opening was surprising. 
500 children came. It was an overwhelming experience. As planned 
the programme for the day started. The day started with play and 
songs followed by a story told in the big group. Books were displayed 
and there was print on the wall. This setting was new and exciting for 
children. In this environment things were done differently compared to 
the classrooms in school. Children enjoyed dancing, reading to others 
and made wishing cards.

The first day ended with volunteers reflecting on the events. As time 
went the club offered lunch to children with the help of the Gift of the 
Givers.

Children’s behaviour around books changed. Children started enjoying 
reading and picking up books without being asked to do so. They started 
borrowing the books. Although some books were never returned initially 
volunteers were happy to see those children’s attitude and behaviour 
changing over time. One of the inspiring moments for volunteers was 
to see children coming to the club even though there was no food at 
the end of the session. The response volunteers got from parents 
was positive. Children will stop volunteers when they see them in the 
community during the week and ask about the story that will be read 
or told on Saturday. Some volunteers were called by the name of their 
favourite stories, songs and game. Children will say “hey Banana” to one 
of the volunteers.  
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The club celebrates important dates such as June 16th and Sharpeville 
Day, or March the 21st. When the club has these events they invite 
the community and parents to celebrate and share what they know 
about these days. They dance, sing, tell stories, display visuals related 
to the day and display books. These events always give children the 
opportunity to show their talent and allows parents to see the people 
who care for and work with their children.

The volunteers have strong relationships with children and each 
other. For them the reading club is not a place to read only. But it is a 
place to grow, have fun, to be visible, to be heard, to share stories, to 
be there, a warm space and a space that sings. For these connections 
children began to trust volunteers, the space and other children. At 
the reading club children find the sense of belonging. Once they feel 
like that they take risks to read and write with enjoyment without 
fearing what adults will say. They do what they want to do, not what is 
expected by adults in that environment. 



This only happens because of the conditions that are created by 
volunteers. Children communicate with the language(s) they are 
comfortable with.  Volunteers strongly believe and practice modelling 
(reading and writing). They praise children for the work they do. 
Children’s writing is laminated and used as a reading resource at the 
reading club. A child’s work is valued at the reading club. Volunteers 
understand and know the importance of allowing children to be creative 
and praising them for the work. Praise motivates children to do more.

The club does not have funding, it depends on individuals and 
organisations for support. Resources are always a challenge. Biblionef, 
Kids of the Nature, and The Shine Centre donated books to the club 
this year. Reddam House school children donated cushions, blankets, 
educational toys and games including storybooks. Langa Vulindlela did 
the same and shared what they had with Kwafaku Reading Club. Friends 
of the reading club also donate as individuals. Other people suggest the 
club to others. Word of mouth is always powerful. 

The ultimate goals for the club are to have its own space, have lunch 
every Saturday for children, distribute books to homes, run parents’ 
workshops and to produce volunteers that become qualified teachers.  
The hope is that these committed volunteers can get bursaries to study 
and grow as individuals. Our goal is also to create conditions that will 
allow children to engage in literacy activities trusting that at school they 
will do very well.  
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Reading and writing strategies for 
parents and caregivers

•	 Model reading:  Be a reader yourself.  It is important that your 
child sees you reading.  Children will see our behaviour around 
reading and writing and want to do the same.  If parents don’t do 
any reading in the home or very little writing, then children will not 
see reading and writing as important.  If, however, parents show 
children that reading and writing helps us in our daily lives and is a 
fun thing to do, then children will grow up doing and believing this. 

•	 Sharing reading and stories: Tell the children about what you 
are reading if it’s appropriate.  Talk to them about why you enjoy 
reading and why you think it is important.

•	 Read to your children from the moment they are born, tell them 
stories, sing songs to them and with them and play games with 
them.  

•	 Make a time in the day or the week that’s dedicated to reading only.  
Switch off the TV, put the school books away and everyone picks up 
a book.

•	 Make a time in the day or the week to read aloud to your family.   It 
could be before they go to bed, or else on a Sunday.  Allow time for 
your children to read books they enjoy to you. 

•	 If you are not a reader, create a home that encourages reading.  
Have books, have newspapers and magazines.  Take your children 
to the library, even if you don’t usually take books.  Switch off the 
TV for half an hour every day to allow your children to read or draw 
or write for fun.  

•	 Tell your children stories and encourage them to write them down.
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Reading with and to a child from when they are very young lays a solid 
foundation that is crucial for school. Reading every day at least for 15- 20 
minutes provides children with rich language in creative and fun ways. There 
is no right or wrong way to enjoy and to share a book with a child.  Children, 
who are involved in storytelling, singing, games, rhymes, reading and writing 
grow to love stories and books and improve their learning at school. Create 
fun and exciting learning environments for children to want to hear a story 
and explore with books. 

Even if a baby cannot talk, read and share a book in mother tongue first with 
your baby. When we share a book or a story, we develop their language from 
a very young age.

At home, older children learn about the power of writing from watching 
adults and other children, and from reading. They also learn from writing 
themselves. Stimulate them to write for real reasons and encourage them 
to try to write:

•	 Event related cards (birthdays, women’s day, father’s day)

•	 Letters

•	 Diaries

•	 Lists for shopping, parties

•	 Invitations and thank you notes

•	 Names and signs

•	 Stories

•	 Poems 

•	 Songs 

•	 Messages
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Eastern Cape

Sinempumelelo Reading Club, 
Nompumelelo, East London

Khanyisile Ngalo 
Kngalo@ufh.ac.za

076 534 2391

Xolisa Guzula (East London)
xguzula@gmail.com
071 240 3286

For other reading clubs in the 
Eastern Cape contact:

Nadeema Jogee
Centre for Community Schools
nadeemact@gmail.com
074 209 1904

Contact details for reading clubs

Western Cape

KwaFaku-Vulindlela Reading 
Club, Lower Crossroads, Cape 
Town

Noluthando Skota 
noluthandoskota@yahoo.com

071 611 0105

Langa Vulindlela Reading Club,  
Cape Town

Tlalane Manciya

tmanciya@gmail.com

084 417 0061

Gauteng

‘We Are The Future’ Reading 
Club, Freedom Park, 
Johannesburg

Bafana Khumalo
leskhumalo@gmail.com

072 861 7290 

For other reading clubs in 
Gauteng contact:

Nompumelelo Cebekulu
Centre for Education Rights and 
Transformation 
mpumi.cebekhulu@gmail.com

076 112 4742
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Biblionef South Africa

bibsa@iafrica.com

021 531 0447

Children’s Literature Resource 
Unit, Pretoria (UNISA)

012 429 2560 

ELRU (Early Literacy Resource 
Unit), Cape Town

info@elru.co.za

 021 762 7500    

Family Literacy Project, KwaZulu-
Natal

stefanol@telkomsa.net

082 374 2276

Fundza Literacy Trust

Info@fundza.co.za

021 709 0688 

Grahamstown Literacy Project

www.grahamstownliteracyproject.org.za

Ikhaya Literacy Trust, 
Khayamandi, Stellenbosch 

info@ikhayatrust.org.za

021 889 8774

Library and Information 
Association of South Africa 
(LIASA)

liasa@liasa.org.za

012 328 2010

Nal’ibali 

www.nalibali.org 

Pan South African Language 
Board

communication@pansalb.org.za

012 341 9638

Project for the Study of 
Alternative Education in South 
Africa, Cape Town

Edu-praesa@uct.ac.za

021 650 4013

Project Literacy

info@projectliteracy.org.za

012 323 3447

Contact details for useful organisations
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RASA (Reading Association of 
South Africa)

Provincial representatives:

Kwazulu-Natal: Liz Ralfe, Branch 
Chair 
lizralfe@telkomsa.net

 
Gauteng: Paula Gains, Branch Chair 
paula@molteno.co.za

 
Eastern Cape: Greta Galloway, 
Branch Chair 
ggalloway@ufh.ac.za

 
Western Cape: Janet Condy, 
Branch Chair 
jcondy@mweb.co.za

READ Educational Trust

info@read.co.za

011 496 3322

Soul City Institute for Health and 
Development 

soulcity@soulcity.org.za

0861 768 524

Sunday Times ReadWrite

Sandra.fivaz@avusa.co.za
011 280 3917

The Bookery, Cape Town

Thebookery@equaleducation.org

021 461 4189    

The Shine Centre (Cape Town)

Shinecentrecapetown@gmail.com

084 615 4680

Wordworks (Cape Town)

info@wordworks.org.za

021 788 9233


